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ABSTRACT

Panagiota Xanthopoulou, Savvas Genitsaris, Vasilis Papathanasiou, loannis Kefalas, Natassa
Stefanidou, Antonios Mazaris, Chrysoula Gubili: Assessing different eDNA sampling techniques
for fish community detection in gulfs of Greece

Efficient biomonitoring of coastal areas is essential to design the most appropriate and effective
sustainable management strategies to protect important biodiversity, such as endemic and endangered
species. Environmental DNA (eDNA) metabarcoding is an effective method for non-invasive biomonitoring
that can generate a lot of biodiversity records with minimal sampling effort. In this study, we applied 125
eDNA metabarcoding to samples from three major gulfs in Greece (Kavala, Saronikos and Thermaikos).
Samples were collected via three techniques [a, vacuum pump filtering; b, passive samplers (rolls of
gauze); ¢, inline filtering]. In total, 22 fishes were detected and fish communities diverged among the three
gulfs, while the sampling technique was found to significantly affect species composition. Inline filtering
provided most species records, followed by vacuum pump filters. Our findings suggest that eDNA-based
biodiversity assessments are valuable in coastal ecosystems, but the choice of sampling techniques is
critical.
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EIZArQrH

OL MAPAKTLEG TIEPLOXEG ATOTEAOUV EEULPETIKA ONUOVTIKA, SUVAMIKA KOl TIOKIAOHOPdhA OLKOCUOTHHATA,
KaOw¢ mepAaBAVOUV GNOVTIKOUG TUTIOUG OLKOTOTWY, OTwG eKBOAEC, AuvoBdhaooeg kat Baldooila
ABadia. Etol, Sivouv Béon oe onuavtikd evdioutpata yia moAAd BaAdooia €i8n, Omwg evenuika,
KwSuvéuovta KoL omavia €idn, mpoodépovtag katadpuyla, TEEPLOXEG AVATTOPAYWYAG Kol OVATTUENG,
Slaitepa ywo yBuomAnBuopoug (Beck et al. 2001). Qotdoo, n éviovn avBpwrivn mopousio oTLg
TILPAKTLEG TIEPLOXEG, TLX. LEYAAQ ALpdvia Kot TIOAELG, TOUPLOUOG, eVTATIKA aALeia Kal pUTtavon, emBapUvel
TQ TMAPAKTIA  OLKOCUOTAMATA, KoBlotwvtag avaykaia tnv  ebappoyn olyxpovwyv UeBOSwv
mapakoholBnong kat Staxeiptong (Brown et al. 2018).

H petakwdikomoinon tou mepBarloviikol DNA (eDNA metabarcoding), nAadn tou yevetikol
UAkoU TO omoio €xel ameleuBepwBel amd opyaviopolg oto meptBdAdov, éxel avadeyxBel wg pia
olyxpovn, un eneppatik uéBodog BlomapakoAouBnong, n omoia EMITPEMEL TNV aviyveuon peydlou
€UPOUC OpyaviIoUwY os TeptBarlovtikd Seiyparta, m.x. Bahacowd vepd (Thomsen & Willerslev 2015). H
TEXVLKI QUTH EMTPEMEL TNV TAUTOXPOVN avixveuan MoAAamAwy eldwv pe vnAR akpifela, akdun Kat o
TIEPUTTWOELG OTOU oL Tapadoolakeg péBodol delypatoAniog amotuyxavouy, Omwe €8N KPUTITIKA,
UIKpOOKOTUKA f o€ XaunAn adBovia (Thomsen & Willerslev 2015).

310 mAaiolo TG mapouoag UEAETNG, edappodotnke n texvikh eDNA metabarcoding yla tv
aglohoynon tng Buomavidag o TpeLg kOATouG ThG EANASaG (KaBdAa, Zapwvikog Kat Oeppaikag). OLTpeLg
KOATIOL HLAOEEVOUV TLG ONUOVTIKOTEPEG LXOUOOKAAEG, EVW OL KOATIOL ZapWVLKOG KOl OepUaikog dhogevouv
Ta PEYOAUTEPA EUMOPIKA ALUAVIA TNG XWpPaG. Ta Selypata cuMEXBnkav péow TPV SLadopeETIKWY
TEXVIKWY GIATPaPioUATOG KAl N LETAKWELKOTOINON TIPAYUATOTOLRONKE HEe Xprion €L8KWVY EKKLVNTWY, OL
ormoiot eivat el8ikd oxedlaopévol yla aviyveuvon xBuwv (Miya et al. 2015).

YAIKA KAl MEGOAOI

OL Selypotohnieg mpaypatonotBnkav oToug KOAToUG OepPaiko, ZAPWVIKO Kal oTtov KOATo KaBdaAag
(Ewkova 1). e kaBe meployn opiotnkav €€l otabpoi kat AfdOnkav Seiypata os Vo BAOn (emibdvela Kot
téAog TNG eLPWTNG Lwvng). Na kaBe Babog AndOnkav deiypata pe Tpelg Stadopetikolg Tpomoug (Ewdva
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1): a) og avoixtd ¢iktpa pe avtiia kevou (0,22 um; éva Aitpo BaAacowoul vepou), B) HEow MABNTIKAG
oUA\OYNG og polo yalag, kat B) péow gykAelotou diktpou pe xprion cuplyyag (sterivex; 0,22 um; €va Aitpo
BaAaoowoul vepou). Ma tnv culoyr) Tou vepoU Tpog StBnon xpnoLomnotBnke SlyHATOARTTNG VEPOU
tumou Niskin 5 L.

H amopévwaon tou eDNA éywve pe to DNeasy PowerWater Kit (Qiagen, leppavia). MNa tnyv evioxuon
Tou emBuNTOU KwdikoronTkoL tufpatog DNA, xpnowomnot)fnke to MiFish {éuyog ekkivntwy, To omoio
€XeL oXebLAOTEL £181KA yLa TNV avixveuon xBLuwv otoxevovtag pia eploxr) Tou 12S rRNA yovidiou (Miya
et al. 2015). H aAAnAoUxLon mpaypatornol)Onke otnv mhatdopua llumina NovaSeq 6000 (lllumina, USA)
ot eykatootdoelg tTng Novogene (Cambridge, Hvwpévo BaoiAeo). H BomAnpodoptkry avaluon twv
TopayopevwY oAnAouxiwy Stekmepalwdnke péow tng Stadikaoiac MIOLNIR (https://github.com/uit-
metabarcoding/MJOLNIR), 6rou ot aAAnAouyieg opadomotiBnkayv o€ TAEWOULKA AELTOUPYLKEG LOVASEC
(MOTUs) koL avTLoToL(oTNKOV O€ TAEWVOULKEG OUASEG. Ma TNV avTloToixlon o€ eninedo eldoug T€BnKe wg
0pLo 10 97% opoldtntag e aAnAouxieg tou eidoug otn Baon Sedopévwv DUFA (https://github.com/uit-
metabarcoding/DUFA). H emppor| tng meploxng SetypatoAnyiog, otabuwy, SetypatoAnmukwy pedddwyv
Ko {wvng Baboug eAéyxBnkav pe avdhuon PERMANOVA (vegan 2.6-2) oto RStudio 1.4.1717.

AMNOTEAEZMATA KAl 2YZHTHZH

JuvoAlka 12,297,457 aAAnAouyieg (reads) opadono®nkav oe MOTUS, ta onoia avtiototyiotnkav og 22
€idn Yapuwv (Ewkova 2). O yalpog Engraulis encrasicolus uTip&e TO O CUXVA AVIXVEUOUEVO 160G UE
mapouacia og 6AoUG Toug oTabuolc, eKTOG arod tov St2 otnv KaBdAa. H mapouacia dAdwv twv 8wV givat
YVWoTr oTig eEAANVIKEG BAAaoOES, EKTOG artd Tov 6oAopo Salmo salar, o omolog Sev Bpioketat otnv EANGS
Kot 6ev adopd O KATAYEYPAMEVO EEVIKO €180G OTOV Z0PWVIKO KOATIO, EMOMEVWG BewpnBnke Twg TO
YEVETIKO UALKO Tou eldoug eite amoppidOnke gite petadEpOnke madNTKA LECW PEVUATWY OTNV TEPLOXH
SeypatoAnyiag. EmutAéov, otov St4 tou Zapwvikol KOATOU avixvelBnke epuBpdg tdvog Thunnus
thynnus.

a) b) c)
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Ewova 1. Stabuol kot texvikég detypatoAnliag mou xpnodomotifnkav otoug kOAmoug Kapalag,
Ogpuaiko Kal ZopwVLKO: o) avolxto ¢idtpo pe avtiia kevou, B) madntikrn SelypatoAnyio pe poAd yalac,
v) €ykAelota anootelpwpéva didtpa Le xprion cupLyyag.

Figure 1. Sampling stations in Kavala, Saronikos, and Thermaikos gulfs and sampling techniques: a)
vacuum pump filtering; b) passive samplers (rolls of gauze); c) inline sterile filtering.
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Ewkdva 2. Eidn mou avixveuBnkayv xpnoLHLOTOLWVTOG TPELG TEXVIKEG SelypatoAnwiog [ o) avoitd diktpa
Kat StnOnon pe avtAia kevou, B) madntikry cuAAoyn pe pohd yalag kat y) EykAelota Gpiktpa kat dtnbnon
Ue oUpLyya] ava otabud kot Badog.

Figure 2. Species detected using three sampling techniques [a) vacuum pump filtering, b) passive sampling
in rolls of gauze, and c) inline filtering] per sampling station and depth.
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H avdAuon PERMANOVA £8€l€e OTL UTIHPXE OUOLOYEVELXL QVAMECSA OTOUG oTaBuoug TNG KABe
TEPLOXNA G KALL TIWG OL LYBUOKOLVOTNTEG TTOU avixveLBnkav ota Seiypata amnd Tty emdAaveLa Kot To TEA0G TNG
eudWTNG Lwvng dev SLEdbepav onpavtikd (p > 0,05). ErumAéov, ot ixBuomAnBuopol davnkav va Stadépouv
1600 yewypadkd avapeoa otoug TPeLg kOATtoug (R?=0,093, p < 0,001), oo kat gfattiag Twv peBdSwv
SeyporoAniag (R?=0,068, p < 0,001), kaBwg KaL n TOpr TEPLOXAG Kat ueBOSou (amoteAéoparta thG KAOe
uebodou otnv (Sl meploxry) amodaivetal onuavtiky (R?=0,142, p = 0,002). Mpdyuoty, n madntky
oUA\oyn pe pohd yalog mapryaye TG Alyotepeg Kataypadeg os eminedo eidoug og oxeon Ue TI§ ueBddoug
evepyntikng dBnong (Ewkova 2). Ta mopamdvw omoteAéoHaTo UTOSEIKVUOUY TIWE N EKTIUNON TNG
Blomotkddtntag OUwWv pe tv texviky Tou DNA metabarcoding emnpedletal Apeca amd TNV TEXVLKN
SelypatoAnyiag mov xpnouomnoleital, evw ¢aivetal nwg oe KdBe otabuod SeypatoAnyiag Selypata
€MPAVELOKWY USATWY UIMOPOoUV VAL TIAPEXOUV ETTOPKH ATMOTEAECUATA YLO TNV EKTINON TNG oUVOEONG TWV
LXOUOKOLWVOTATWY OE TTOPAKTLEG TIEPLOXEG.

EYXAPIZTIEZ

H mapovoa epyacia mpaypotonoibnke oto mAaicto tou €pyou “Next-generation monitoring and
mapping tools to assess marine ecosystems and biodiversity (NEMO-Tools)”. To épyo uhomoleitat oto
mAaiolo Tou EBvikoU Ixediou Avakapdng kat AvBektikotntog «EANGSa 2.0», pe tn Xpnpatodotnon tng
Eupwmnaikng Evwong — NextGenerationEU (Dopéag YAomoinong: EA.IA.E.K.).
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